


This crossbow is used to silently neutralize car tires and deliver lines. Yet another
piece of gear 1o learn to operate. From left, Tom Snowden and Derek Clark.

team deputies and the sergeant are discussing
the entry plan of the residence.

The deputies, getting cold on the perim-
eter, are wondering what is going on and
why is it taking so long. The lieutenant asks
if we have an entry plan, as the feeling at the
patrol Command Post is leaning toward
making entry after deploying gas. Learning
this, six of us are selected to make entry
when and if the mission is given.

After locating an identical home, the entry
teamn begins walking through the entry plan.
Since this guy has rifles, we elect 10 wear the
hard-body armor when entry is made, We
continue to fine tune the plan, throwing in as
many ‘*what ifs’" as we can think of. We re-
turn to the bus to wait for the mission.

After another hour of waiting, with con-
tinued silence from inside the residence,
command stalf gives the mission to deploy
gas. After figuring the amount of gas needed
to provide adequate concentration inside the
house, the team advises us that they are in
position.

The order is given to “mask up** and, af-
ter a couple of minutes more, the order 1o
“deploy gas."

The Silver Star

The silence of the night is broken by the
reports of shotguns launching gas projectiles
into the residence.

Just as you're wondering if the guy is go-
ing to come out, you hear another shot ring
out from the residence. Does he have a gas
mask? Or did he end his battle with life? You
ask yourself questions that will only be an-
swered after entry is made into the house.

The sergeant then advises us that the mis-
sion is to arrest the suspect. While walking

toward the house and getting into position,
you feel your elevated heart rate as you men-
tally picture your assignment. **Entry team,
go when ready!"’ is heard in your radio ear-
piece. We tap-up to signal each other we're
ready.

Simultaneously the door is forced open
and you are rushing through the rooms,
clearing them as you go. Living room and
kitchen clear, bath and bedroom, too. As
you rush into the last room, one of your
questions is answered. He did not have a gas
mask; the man took his own life, **Code 4 in
the house—one 11-44,"" is broadcast to the
bus.

We release the scene to patrol and return
to the bus to begin our de-briefing. We cri-
tique the call-out from the Code 11 to the
final Code 4. Mistakes and good points are
all discussed.

Afier the de-briefing, 1 return to my car
and put all my equipment back into the
trunk. During the drive home, | reflect on
the events of the night. A feeling of relief
and a sense of accomplishment fill the car.

| arrive home, kiss my son and daughter,
and go into my bedroom. As 1 kiss my wife,
she is awakened and asks, sleepily, how it
went.

“Fine,"" | say, *'no problems."

1 place my pager in its charger and get into
bed, still wide awake, hoping it will not take
100 long for the adrenalin to let me sleep. . .
this time.



