A Bargain at $3 a Day

by Rusz Moore
SED

It iz Becoming inereasingly Impoman in
police work with the advent of advanced
methods of narcotc smugelng and terrorist
aetivities, 10 guickly detect ond render saffe
eaplosive devices and hidden caches of nas-
colicE.

There are several slecironic, band held ex-
oiive detecions owmrently on the markes
that can be wied o scin haggage packages,
e, .. for one of several types of explosives,

A machine has been deviloped 1o analyre
packnges for narentics; hat has heen found
10 be 000 large and (oo eapensve for practi-
wal parposes.

Wikh gl these advirices in lasinfnie Laan-
ning devices. it is generally accepted thas the
brest smreotic @r explosive delection device i
a1ill o dog.

The Sheriflfs Department is forunse w
lawe ab their disposal, fonr detection dogs:
three sxplasive and ane nareotle.

Al explosive-detection dogs are tradned
umder the guidance of the LIS, Air Force at
Lackland mir Fore: Base in Texns,

The handler and Jdog go through a Tour-
month iraining period and, upon gredus.
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Chuck Hahn and Gaunar,

riom, sarn (ke highes certificarlon an explos-
iwe detection dog cam earn: Federal Aviaton
Adminisiration [FAA)L

This allows the dog 10 be able 1o search
domestic Mighls al the major eirpons in the
ewenat of & hamb threar,

Sleve Algys and Julius,

The Sherif"s Deparimeni has the conlract
for Lindbergh Feeld and o Treguenily called
upan i search planes and cargs for polen-
tal explosive deviges.

The boaee *'marco dog" was radmed bocally
by Depuaty Bur Quick. 12 150k apprazimate-
Iy five monhs 1o waln Belker w his current
lewel] Ol prolsciency.

These dogs are available 15 any sheriff
division or any regquesiing agency which
might have a meed [Or their servioes.

The principals behind craining both nar-
gotic and sxplosive detection dogs ame basic-
ally the same,

Initially, you have 1o find whan the dog
Hkes 1o play with, cr what he will work the
haardest for, & & reward,

The most common rewards are o ball. a
polled vowel to play tug of war, or food.

Currently, our dogt all wse different re-
wards for a ““find.**

Sirre Algya and Julivs vse & ball to play
catch with when Juliug locates an expiosive.
Chuek Hahn uses a lood reward (chopped
doggie treats) for hiy dog, Sauner. Recent
Air Ferct Training Graduate Rick Empaon,
and his new dog O°Malley, also use a food
reward. | play tug of war with a rolbed towel
when my dog, Belker, locates hidden nir-
cotles.
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Unce the reward i exlablished, the narem-
i or expasive odor is introdaced 16 the dog
and the reward is given when he shows the
proper alert (o ils smell. This process s re-
peated uetil the dog will abert an a number of
odors,

Boinb dogs aberl on potential explosive de-
vheed By sitting gquietly nexl 1o the device or
pasaively alerting,

Mlarcoie: dogs show gheir aleriing by
scratching or biting a1 the abjpeet searched ar
aggressively aleriing. This aggressive alem
prevenls nareolic dogs [rom being wsed 1o
scarch people.

I've newer me1 a crook yet, who would
stand stll [or @ dog aggresively aleming on
his erateh atash,

Explosive detection dogs are irained to de-
tect the Gdors of mne dilfesent iypes of ex-
plosiwes, ranging from dynamite ta chemical
clovares.

Marcody dogs ase capable of detecting
foar odors: marijuana, haskish, cacaine and
havwin,

Bedker i i (rained 10 delect methaimple.
tamines (erystol) due 1o several common
chemicals uted 1o prepare crysal, chiefly
Ephredrine.

Ephredrine fs found in several camman
over-the-counter drugs and in antibisiamines,
whisch would cause Lhe dog Lo Taliely alert on

The Kilver Stur

legal ivems, which could cause search apd
seieure problems in court. This is why “nar-
oo dogy' are trained 1o detect only ilbegal
substances.

The dogs are capable of delecting their
sulbatances virtually anywhere they can ger o
i smell, Cams, planes, packages, houses, ec,
are all areas commonly icarched by K9 des
iection tenms. Remember, the dog's sensc aff
smell is S0000 tkmes greater than the average
depuaty, He is capable of smelling thangs you
and | can't.

Ope thing to keep in mind when working
arcind e dogs 5 that these dogs ane lrain=
ed o be primarily proweedon dogs.

They are all suspécious and highly cawipus
of new surroundings and sirange peaple. 11 i
imporiant thar the aren or oblect to be sear-
ched be cleared of people or lookie-loos.

Moverment and nolie should also be kept
10 @ minimum.

Always keep in mind these dogs are train-
e to pradect the handler aned of the dog per-
weives a threwi, he will remch out and towech
wnennE,

Afver ke has hitten anather deputy, it s al
wiays ough 1o get him back in1o a deweetion
e,

The amaoand of ypace or items (hal can be
searched is also o considerntéon. It s a very
Physbcally demanding thing w ask of a dog

Lo saliT, sndff, smiff. Go ahead and try it See
tecrw lonkg, you Camn Courlarnee Lo smll, Mol too
easy, huh?

Dran™t be surprised if you call for the twa
bomb dogs to vearch a warehouse the size of
Price Clab and you're (old it"s going 10 lake
fesr 1 five howrs, This allows the dogs time
o wearch and time 1o rest,

These dogs are & waluable tool and are
available on 24 hour call through the Camm.,
Cenler.

All the handlers are avagned o 5ED and
all carry pagers.

Witk all the modern elecironic means
available, the best detector is il the one
with four begs and a cold noze,

PS5, =Wlen sOomeone mow asks you whal
makes more mancy per day ithan six pail rus.
ties, you can answer, “one sherifi parod
g & o O & o o O o o T ot T
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