ASTREA 11, Respond

by Mifr Cherne

“Unmids =1 wath 382 1o cover,”" crackled
the radio. 211 jum occureed. Pala Mesa
Commtry Club and Interitate 15, Four MMM
.. handgun, sulamatic with an extendesd
harrel. possbly 3 silencer. Mo forther des
sriplizn. . . ASTREA 11 reypond.””

I l.|1;|.1l'|ir|1| charactenzes San [Mego Coun-
1, b B iy wvast sieg (4,200 sguare miles) and
the iMimate cooperaibon belwesn the muny
muenicipal law enfarcement apencies and the
Shenils Depanmens.

To supplement and complement regional
agencies. the Shenfl's Depanmen: employs
sim Bell 7.0 hclicoplers. Tl uni m knaen
an ASTREA iAcrinl Seppont To Regional
Enforcememt Apseciesl. On a scheduled
baasis there (3 8 Morth County coew in addds.
tisn 1o the fight crews operating from
Giilbespie Fiehd in El Cajon. While on patrad,
Ihe observer member 6 the 1&m manioes 3
menimum of three police (regquencies. The
two deputics repond to cither o direct call or
b the wvicinily of enbus crimes where the
capabilities of their belsouppier may be of
walue

On Mareh | an 8:50 pom,, ASTREA I de-
paried from the wscinily of Ded Mar gong 1o-
ward Falibroak and the seene of the 211 call.
& road distance of over 50 males or, & the
crow [ies, about D5plos manuies,

“all units; emergency tralfle only for the
‘38 wnins,"* buooreed the radie, " Sospecis be-
hewed driving & While Tesrs Ams. . pacial
license. . .o direction of ravel.”

The suspects had a wide choice of depar-
fure poites 10 chnnge from: morth o 1135 19
Riverside County; south o Esondido and
farther to %an [hMego; cast or wed an High:-
way Th 1o backroad merworks,

Dreputy Doay Walters and | wcee too far
away 1o be effective if ihey Med morth,
Should they choose the backroads, they
wizld be just amother pair of headlights on s
black ribban of road, IF (he suspeas were
mol familiar with Morth Coumy, they would
logecally reman o Fast masving, high iraffic
roads like I-13 1o Escondido and San Criego
weemed like a primary golaway roule.

We caboulared the driving time from the
suime seene 10 Escondido and judged that if
ihey toak 119 somih, we would arrive nefr
Excondidio aboar (he same time.

Do tumed thee B LX Frecuency as 1 &c
celernted 10 "“high crure’” and ponred the
chopper just north of Escomdido.

Seanered rain showers blackened & moan-
less night and low clouds obsoared the vops
of the back-countiy lls. ASTREA 11 was
chtle!

{Phaoto by Gus Martin ded Campo)

Sintion H [Escondido] QiMoo lim Hahler
broadcasted, ““Have potuble 200 &ar in
sight, o wellow £38 Camaro. License
matches. | toveral oocupants. Mow hesding
nowh an =15 fram Ninh Srea. Rogues
back-up wnit; will foflow a1 a dostance, '

ASTREA I was immcdiaicly north of i
condido and osbating a1 400 T above
grownd level when that call wan momisered.

W looked down and promplly keatified
the X£-28 and rhe distingtive pacrol unl. Our
position was high and o che left as we maov-
&l nocihward 0 a serene 35 mph.

While we waited the arrival of the cover
car, Doug alerted an SOS0K5an [Dhego Shers
if"s Deparrment Cifbce] unit which was ob
servimg the second intenseciion morth of our
posithan. ' Be prepared 1o ARl in the dop.
Primary unii and cover are now easing into
position. We'll reach wour location sl Liger
Eprings Road in a couple. . . Speed will $5.°

Swation H OMcer Mahler saml, “Where
should we make the slap?™

“Escondido uniz 42."° said Doug. *““Mex
of-pamp aler Do Spoings o5 Ok Castle
R, There's ;m;hﬂ Ii;hhn,._ soith af there
near Lawrence Welk Coaniry Club, Sugges
you altemipd Mop praor b O Casle.™

L0, Mahler replied. ““We're geuling
ready to make the stop. Have the gieen amd
white pull in as secondary eover.*

A light drizzle began 1o hamper visihiliny
iheough the laige bhelicopter bubble,

“There they gat™ a valee erbed. "' They're
splinting. ASTREA 11, do v have them in
g™

“j0-4." Droug replled. “*'We have them in
sight.”"

As | lowered The move of The belieapter 1o
guin speed. the highway bebow o becaine
ablaze with red and Bloe fashing hights. We
stisdied the faillights of the suspect vehicle
for any abpopmaliies that would help us
identify that car from aihers using the high:
WY,

While Doug maintazmed podilive eve oon-
tact with the car, | cased back an the evelie
1o indviase a skighs clim®b thar weuld permit
e 10 cheli wpseen power lines 1hat orossed
1-15 merth of Deer Springs. | knew than 1,200
feet on the abnneia would give me clearance
mver the wires, plu'. n safedy margin.

Ar 1100 feer ahe lights on the ground
sarted 1o become Turry. Al 1,150 Teet they
wene very dim, Bl we wiere Beyond the loca
tion ¢f the wires, | mentally reviewed the ke
catpon of the nexd sct of wires and aiher ob-
sacles along the highway that might be a
problemn shoubkd the suspecls abandon (o
car and iry o flee on fool.

The patral units were mo conest for the
£a28, 1 was obviguis ERAE e was quickly ine
creasing the distance beiween himsell aml
the lead undt, More imporianily, | =as be-
comeg pamfolly aware eal | ooibd o
maintain 1he speed of ks vehicle, muach less
cateh him, W raced pasy Obd Casile Road as
| tricd 1o take advaniage of miniseule shorl.
ours. fervently hoping vhan | hadd non fongoi-
ten any tall poles, trees or wires, My mind
whirked ni posibilitees an how 10 elose the
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gap. should he contiue noath on the e
Wy,

The airspeed patsed the ¥YNE [vedocity nm
1o eageed) Ted ling and we were pushing 110
mph. Still. we were ni keeping pace! Doug
broadeas: the enimaed speod of the suspect
car as |3 mph, The £:28 was no longer in
the licld of wision of the pursiing palosl
urdes ane. in & few more minutes, we could
very well lose the suspect car, The rain con-
timaed.

“He just turmed hiv Hghts out,™ showed
Doug aver the intercom. *"He's turaing ol
a1 Lelae?™

“Doon'y 1ake your eves off him for a sece
ond," | uad, Mot for s steand, That susker
i mine, all mine,*

“Arvemison, all ety radioed Doug.
"The suspest vehicle i turning ofl 1-15 and
is now heading back spoth. The hghis ac
of [, Mext exif from the asoeis raad is Go-
pher Canyon or Old Castle Road. Lighes are
back on and he's smoking it, speed stlimatod
at near 100 mph.*

The suwspest blew the lfour-way siop m
Custle and Canyon and continued souih
Had he chasen lo go cither right or l&ft, he
would have been heading for trae back coun-
Ly and would have increased his chances for
cheane.

“Coming up on Deer Springs.’” Doug
calmly announced. ~Fassing Deer Springs will
on the acosss road, Passing motorias on
theiz right, o lefli. . . spood siill around 14X,

**all puriuing wnics. . . suspeet has bmpac-
ed a parol unlt on the M curve south of
Deer Springs. Use cautson when approach-
ing,"" said Doug. “*Vehlele contimuing soath
at high speeds, nearing Cenver City Park-
way. MNow on Center City Parkway, "™

Center City Parkwoy b5 a moin feeder
street imio Excomdade, As i enters the city, it
becosnet 4 pramary nofb-south anery and
Imtersecis all majpor east-west streets.

“Approaching El Noge,” we blusted
“He just blew the lights."

A Califormia Highway Patsed unil which
had been beading nod b stiempled to make a
IB0-degree turn to jobn in the pursoll and
spun oul al El Mooe, & victlin of the wet
pavemeil. We didn’l hive time 10 obiserve
much as we were down 1o 200 feet above the
giowisd and honkin® along at 105, We were
nof going 1o kose that nirkey!

“HEw the hghts ot Sssion. . a8 a8 B
plus, Thod ool s giang b Kill sameone. . o0
himegll. Ciet nowsm farthen souath on Cender
:,'H}' by amad Ery dus mhiwck haiw, " owee wd
inkoy the Ewsondido freguiency

ASTREA  belsomecrs each casry ahoiat
SANELINNT caralleposnw et ol |i,FHI.’h on 4 &m-
rratiable churssis beneath the cafhim arcg. MNop-
mally, these lighas deter or sluniglase mosd
cwbilers, bail tosiighl + £ 2R iscCupIniL werne
hinving noching 1 g with prediciable behay-
mat, However, ey had o know that thér
chanee for ecaps wed diminishing ax we
knew gwagily where [hey aene cvery secomid,
Well. almesl every sooimnd.

“They're terning wea ofl Center Chy
Parkaay,™ 1 said o Dong, "1 think we've
gt Them tiarw.

Wt e name ol die vrea T Doug
Ak

“Shoob. 1wt know,™ | sald, s be-
pween Mueh angd Tharteemly, Bt 1'm nof
sure, Havk, am [ suppevsed 1o know every
side aiteet i the soumy?™

“Well. 1 swre can’t he expeched 1o nead a
Thomay Heathers while jnbbering on ihe
radip, waching & e of cadllights and becp-
i you oul of trowhde,” Doig sdid.

=A it we broadens, “the suspec
has yugied wess om a diregl we think i Miath
ar Thigteenth, We gol them! The aroi -tl'id::l
1z o cul dle sav nnd ey ve impacied againsd &
pole. They're Mevmg oo Fowl . Giel soeme UnAs
oy ihere! Just follow ot Hghs!™

Upen completing owr raclvaal tugi Lo the
wesd, we s Ll wiapet Car 1-|'Il.'l.'l.|- up md=
mentarily and thesi e brake lighs Mashed
and :{ﬂ.}ﬁl v Dhe gan el anlo & side skid
then abrapdly siopqeed

Overhend, | made a highspeed guick
e, H_I,1i.'|l. [ivrpan Bl r||-|'|l1 b Ferge I.H'I-pt'l'."ll L1 ]
a madier wl yands This neanciver, folkvwed
by a vosaldly unsoordiswied pedald turm, pul us
directly east of ther velacle and sllawed s
1o fully illkemnate the aren.

Ome, twe, threw, .. There seemed o be
three &l them 171 watel ihe ome o the dark
panits apd white jacker,” 1 saad, " Yow (ry (o
fodlow ilwe vabers."”

et lower B wou can. " peeaded Loug.
“We're in @ shower thag ook like & hal
stgrmm. wan®) we¢ a blessed thing.™

!-'l:.rm; m very bnw bevels ar night can g
peeney eacining, Adil vo shas ihe presarg of &

The Silver Sfar

chite. Mow throw in seme high, gusey windy
that grab e 1l oF the hefmopter aml v
lently shake it as n puppy violaley & hoss
dipper. Silr in wome heavy emin which ap-
ears [ be coming down inoa Borieoatal
manncr Then brighien the emlire sgene wilh
£.000,000 camlepower of redating lighl. You
willl almost phways have near chid.

A0 s A pew voRoe stated, “we have
tw b= ocusiody ol gungeoint. il hadkeup
(1117 4 e :

Excondido Parrofnaan Chagk Cayie had
[ SIpedtS i Mome el o near the b
af & tree. Ome hundred feet away, ihe adia
cenl eul de sac was brisnming wiih osexlcad
lights ansd puolice officer,

ASTREA 1l continwed in cogle oveihocasl
and (lurminase the area wmid Cayvlor's wise
s wege sevuncd. A continued seandh pro-
duced no additional suspocis, ASTREA 1]
departed 1he aea.

Akl one hour lncer. on alert panoksan
observed a man walking i the general arca
af the ol e sae, Aler o realiwis Tool puar-
wiiil, Ahe man was iInken e cwiody,

That wight &= the vrew of ASFHEA 1 #ar.
e 114 genr and prepancd b call i a day. they
keiew than they soukl 1ake 3 measwe of praks
in their confribution 1o the caplure af wme
pretty had apples.

Mo, more than that, theie wmoulkl have
Been ma caplure iV dhere had been ao
ASTREA. Bur, by the same ioken, terg
wold have been o arresds hod there hecn
ne grosind Enils

Ok, well. . .m0 oo dhabby, oo, s mo
too shabby ai all. Four purcsed. . three in
custady.

i'm
Fpifogue; There were only three involved i
ihe armed robbery, the thiee we were aine
menial in caparing. A founh suspea was
detained and Iater releasad by the Ewonibido

Padice [Department. e w48 70 s I

o —

Ediree's more: The follewing ankdc was wril-
ten by Deputy Mill Cherne some vears ago.
Although dated by ihe unil aumbers used
and the observer’s mame (Doug Waliors s
irw @ serpeant astigndd o Dessanen heien-
tion Facilily), the anicle is wil rebevam with
regard 10 day-to=dny  operations of an
ASTREM gicw,
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