Academy Life

by Jeremiah Anderson
Degeansa

Mext lime you slart 1o say “Yesh, | koow
him; he was in my academy class,” look
carefully inta the cyes of the person vou're
talking to and see what they're thinking.

Their mind has just conjured up their own
viston of “acadeeny" and it may be as differ-
et from your wersbon as stars are from
haelds.

CiTicially, the first nambered “academy™
staricd in V942, The most recent graduation
wis May of this vear and that chass muember
cd 43 deputies.

Ome must believe that, with all those years
ol cducating and frainieg deputies, ey
musd have it right by now. Wrong.

Ihe peademy o the singlemost reworked
“happeniag™ in law enforcement. That, In
part, is due (o the constantly changing toche
iy that grads will find themselves in. Bur
We've come a very lang way from the old
“you book hig enough: here's your badpe
and gun" days,

Ed Giibba, in his 1956 ““class™ was nog ine
formed that he must admonish an arrestee of
"eertmn oonstitulional mght® He wasn'
made aware of vicarious Hability and he
dedn’e un 2 40yard dash, even though he
says he could have,

The "iraining” day consisted of four
hours in a clusroom seiing and four hours
of wark in the jail (even then we had one), or
in a patrel car, or in the Civil Division.

Re-learning to driva at tha asademy driv.
ing coursa.

This grueting schedule lasted all of six
weeks and he wis prosounced “depuly sher-
1 o

Mo one awarded him or any of his cights
man (lasi @ graduatien certificare—ihey
were just ““done’” The building in Misdon
Valley whtre Ed was trained does not exisi
1day,

By 1964, the administration realized that
v weeks weren't sufficlent for thorough
training, 5o the class wis lengthened 1o eight
weeke, Walt Patroske can awest 1o the faet
that sight weeks is enough time to obiain the
rank of bewienani,

Wha kndws where he would be oday if
Tas class, Sherifl™s Academy MNumber Thres,
had been four months long?

Walt's class was iwice il siee of Ed's, bu
only dleven of the members were deputics.
Iwa Bl Cajon officers and four U5, Ma-

rimscs (Military Polioe) rounded oul the total.
The title of **Honor Graduate' had been
born by chis iéme and Dave Becker of Jail [ne
vestigations was so dubbed. Seven of those
eleven were mill with the office and pwo more
stayed long enough bo retire,

P.OS.T, requirements had not ver heen
cstablished, but there was a certificate of
completion given, along with oredit for 12
eollege unlis. The acadermny was held on the
mezannine where our payroll and fnancial
wervice oifices are now. SHEl o 480,

Ad the law enforcement community con-
tinued to remct (o the soclety we serve, two
imponant aspects of ““training™ were being
inchaded for “'rookies™: defensive males and
fircarms proctice.

This group travebed 1o the San Désgo High
School gym lor calisthenies, arem bars and
batan drill, then south to Otay Mesa for pls-
tol practice. We used the old Border Pateal
Fange ar the time but, by 1967, when Ralph
Rinder went through, we were using the
range in the basement,

Ladics had joined our ranks for training
and there were five matrons in the 1967 acad-
emy. Maost of them had been working the jail
for a living already, bul again oar “evala.
tion" of preparedness called. Everyone deal-
ing with “‘cevoks' weeded ro know more: to
be o professional, and that required an ine
creaie in irsining and education.

San Diego’s first unilormed deputlos. That was In Junas, 1937,



Tha ald acadamy was hald on the mazzaning of the Sharifi's Offies. it has sinco
become personnel,

Criring this same tme pericd. the San
Deego Polce Depastieend™s dcademy wag b
ing shinled 31 aften as ours. With an em.
phasis on cemmlimnion and a profesional
environment, the Police and Fire Science
Academy ar Miramar wasy constmucted. Chur
office wiilieed (that faglity frem 1980 o
11k

Lary Camrell spent 16 ngorous weeks i
the Sherifs Sixtieth Acadeny during 1977,
Clats members wenl 1o Sehodd (ive I'J:.'g."i a
week, cight boners a day, OF courss somw of
thal "“schaal™ was phyucal exerirse, delen-
sive sl and feewrms,

It was the firel “open chmallee” acadcmy
and, on enrolbment day. shenilCs applicanis
st i Bime Trom 5 aom. wnedl pegastiataon
skarted &l B

Several of the depuries had been hired,
wworn inand worked the jail a few oeoniths
Prior e the Stark of the academy. Apparently
ihis Tormal B advamtageous, &l 13 graduaics

g Salver Sior

=en siralgh 1o pacrol

Dary's clate had the firse female honoe
graduate, & deputy marshal. Twelve unis of
willege credit were recpivesl, bt 30 was the
Hasie Paat cortilicale—ERat magical base thad
can kexd 10 mare maney when i ds Buil wp-
on. The push for scedemic excellence was on
and rowvkees were spoturaged to farm sody
groups. Gary"s proup bad four, Three of
thode: Gary, Clay Reynand and Chiack Una,
have been promoced 1o sergeant already,

The time of wpward mobility by senior
peaple only, however, had come 1o an end.
The 440 was, and n, alive,

Mexl manth, we'll bear Trom a real "rook-
ie" and another man thag vou all know and
fove, Owir conent academy, howsed on the
campiss of Southwedtern Collsge, has been
the siie of o wvery inleresting pilot program
naov' being fanght theoighaut the state. | can
el youl this abowl i vou dom't Saew what
YOUu're mussing? o o
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