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;an Diego七f rst She冊was an immigram Hungarian ⊂ount who had the job fo「 onIy

about a year f「om 1 850 to 1 851. But Agostin Haraszthy’s true Iegacy is much more Iastjng than

his brief stint as the county sheriff - Harasz廿Iy is the father of the Ca櫛omia wine industry More

on that iate寛

today right next to the site of the cobbIestone buiIding that §erved as San Diego’s first jail,

stands the San Diego Sheri範Museum and Educational Center U描ke小at first jaiL this

museum w紺be a「ound fo「 a ioれg. long time"

In fact, that cobbiestone jail was so prisone正「i釧dly that it5 first inmate managed to ea謝y dig his

Way Out and free himseIf with a spoon, be⊂auSe Harasztry’s ⊂On寄uction crew hadn‘t used quite

enough mortar in their mix.

That first es⊂apee’s name was Roy Bean, Who as 」udge Roy Bean. went on to become a斬t more

Of a lasting Iegend than did Agosth Haraszthy. By the wa男Bean was arrested on what was

P「Obabiy a mi§demeano「 647(f) cha「ge for being drunk iれPu輔c.

!　The San Diego Sheri惰t Department is fulI of ⊂Olo血I characters,

legends. and rough and tumbie lawmen. b両t ∂iiO h∂S a P「Oud

modem history of professionalism and innovation.

Ybu ⊂an CaPtu「e it alI w軸a visit to the She冊’s Museum.When you

Walk in the front doo[ yOu a「e iuddenIy in the Sherif塙o靴e ∂nd ja時

mu〔h as it must have looked to Roy Bean in 1 850.There’s a pot-bellied

StOVe buming next to the She「ifft desk. where the Sher輔s s日輪ing, right

beside the gun ra〔k.巾e Sherifft saddle is s舶ng on a baie of hay 「eady

to throw on his ho「se and head out w軸the posse・

Across the room, against a cobblestcme wa町S an i「orl-StraP jail ce=.

in the exact dimensions of one of the oId ones, With a ”captu「ed

bandit” doing time. The effect is perfect.

Right off the entry wa男you軸d you「self in the weapons g訓ery

Sur「Ounded by the tooIs of the trade in the tsher嗣ng” business.

from an o「igina1 1886 Winchester Y削owboy嗣e to the Colt AR-15

. semi-autOmatic 「ifle, and everything in between.巾ere’s a prohibifron

a「ea fommy Gun, an Uzi, and AK-47 and an exampIe ofjust about

eve「y firea「m a She「iff’s Deputy eve「 Carried’aiong with quite a few

they didn’t car巾

冊ere,s aIso a nea「life sized ca「dboa「d cutout of She「iff ”wiid”

Bi= KoIende手Wearing a siIver sta[ a black hat’a mOuSta⊂he and

d「awing his sixっhooter KoIende再an Diego’s cument she珊and a

majo「 「eason why the museum was built. had a g「eat time d「esiing

up for the role in 2000 to commemorate the department′s 150th

a m iversa甲

Much of what’s on display a置the museum used to be hou;ed in a

「oom at the Santee Sheriffs Station. 1t wasn‘t weII known, and not
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easiIy a⊂⊂eSSibIe to the generaI pu輔c. it Was all started by a retired

deprty named DonVan Hoo;e[ Who was not only a history bu請but was

interested in the histo「y of the She珊’s Departme面n particuIa賀That one

room was open to the pu輔c onIy on帥day momings sta競ing in the mid-

80+ and that was how the museum operated for more than a decade.

When Bi= KoIender was swom-in ai ihe「if白n 1995, One Of his first

o簡cial acts was to in tum swea「 in Do画伯n Hooser as the o簡〔ial

Deparment Histo「ian.巾「ee years late青Kolende〃 aPProa⊂hed hi§

Se∩io「 Exe〔面准A鵜i5t紬t M叩W∂i5h and ;aid, ’`しet’5軸d ∂棚細

home for the museum! 0ne whe「e the pubIi〔 〔an aCtuaIly visit and

leam about ou○ ○ich histo「y and the 「ole of law enfo「cement.’’
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Walsh immediately fo「med a site selection

committee, Which also in〔Iuded Don

Van Hooser Fred G「and of the Oid巾wn

〔hamber of Commer〔e, A「chitect Ro[ Davis.

「etired Sgt. Bob lb「bett, President of the

Retired Deputies’Asso〔iafron and Lt. 」im

Du旬a Sheri範Deputy and son of fo「mer

io調9個me 5he珊」ohn Du旬

The committee concentrated its∴SearCh

in Old town because that’s whe「e the

depa同ent has its roots. One day Fred

Grand saw a買er sale“ sign on a two-StOry

O怖ce buiIding on Old Townt main d「ag - a

Sig= that he’d seen two days befo「e when

it said, “SOld.〃 A two-StOry Out of escrow

o靴e bu脚ng with a courtya「d, Practically

right on top of the site of Agosti…a「azthy’s

O「iginaI-⊂Obbiestone-Roy Bean escape-

tested `ObbIestone jaiI. Grand thought to

himself: αThis wouId be perfect,’’

lt took neariy two yea「s of very intensive

fund-raising and h訓ds-On WO「k to tum

the museum into reality.冊ere we「e some

majo「 benefactors, incIuding Ed Gay看ord.

Art Ba州ett, forme「 P「eiident & CEO of

Century 21, County Supervisor Ron Robe鴫・ City Council Member

By「on Wear and the Honorary Deputy She鵬’Asso〔iafron (HDSA〉′ a

citizen volunteer group ⊂OmPri9ed of busine§S eXeCutives, dedic∂ted

to providing spedalized equipment and training to Iaw enforcement

in San Diego County.

Projectしeader Mary Walsh says she 「eceived over $400,0的wo同Of

donated in-kind services言ncIuding flooring, dryw虹SeCurity gates,

disp-ay cases′ mu⊂h of the labor and the cobblestone walls"

As a matter offa〔t the stonemason′ Dennis FuIop was Iooking over the

museum one day to see whether he was interested in biddi=g fo「 the

job and he noticed the po巾ait of Agostin Haraszthy on the ba「e wa=.
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Recognizing Haraszthy’s name as Hungarian’and being Hungarian

himselt Fulop dedded to donate his servicei tO bu脚ng the bea鵬ful

〔Obblestone wa旧s. The story of the She冊; Museum is仙I of凋i kind§

Of mirades” according to Mary Walsh.

1t opened its doo「s o姉別y on Novembe「 17′ 2001′ an eXtremeIy

exc軸g day fdr Walsh: 1ust beyond words,” she says・ Then. as now

admiうらi〇両s什eさ.

On the day l visited the museum recen母a 4th grade ciass had just

Shown up to tou「 the museum.巾ey excitedly gathe「ed a「ound the

bu肋厄Of a helicopcer - a mOCk-uP Of a She「ifft ASTREA choppe鴨

adapted to fit its new home in the facilityt garage. Next to it is one

Of the g「een and white Sheriff’s patroI ca「s, Whi〔h we「e ubiquitous in

the days of Sher剛ohn Dufty who was i「ish to the co「e・ 」ust inside, is

a sherifft Kawasaki motorcyde, Whi〔h makes the kid’; eyeS light up

when they see the blue a=d red lights go on and they hear the si「en.

“what do you do when one of these comes up behind you in traffic?‘’

the guide asks" 。Ybu stop the caL“ Say the kids′ Pr∂Ctica=y i…nison'

The kids always g「avitate 「ight to the motor unit. ln fact, museum

djrector Dorothy St「out says when the kids sit on the motorcycle and

put on the oversize helmet’割I you can see is thei「 smile.u

‘¶is museum is inva-uabie.α says Jodi Merchant, the 4th grade

teacher who b「ought the students today.冊s a wonderfu=eaching

too上“

Hundreds of 4th grade「s f「om the S帥Diego C鴫はchoo白our the

iherifft Museum ea〔h week as part of the s〔hool dist「ict`s oId Town

Cultura川istorical Prog「am. A= ⊂hild「en who visit the museum a「e
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given an iden宙kit to take home to their pa「ents - tO heip identfty

them shouId they ever be missing.

Clase to the moto「cy〔le is a dispiay case刷of pipe bombs, "legai

fi「eworks, dynamite, blasthg caps, hand-g「enades and even a副e「y

She=s. The. guide te=s the 4th g「ade「s ”anything you see here, yOu

neve「 pick up.“ He asks the kids what they shouId do ifthey find one

Of these things. Agajn, PraCticaily in unison, {a= the poli⊂e! 〃しesson

ieamed, hopefu時

As you wande両肌gh the next room of the museum, yOu COme into

a communications center and displ∂y Of radios past. aIthough you

he∂r actual ⊂alls going on the Sheri範modern 800 mhz 「adio system,

Visito「s can take the mike and radio calls to the m∝k up of station’s

briefing 「00m nea心y.

Othe「 exhibiti - a mOCk mu「der scene, With the chalk outline of the

Victim, and 10tS Of evidence. a photo booth for mug shots, a linoup

Wa= where visitors like to have their pictures taken, a rea! jail ceII′ and

a display case刷of homemade weapons confiscated from inmates in

the real jails - including ing帥ious exampIes of knives and shivs made

from ∂imost anyt冊g they can get the刷ands on.

On the second floo[ is a ga=ery of all of San Diego County’s 28 She「iffs,

induding Agostin Ha「aszthy who moved to the Bay A「ea after being

She碓to try his luck at being ∂ Winemaker His grapevines, brought

OVer from Eu「ope, Were the seeds of the Californi∂ Wine indust母

Whi〔掴teraliy g「ew from Ha「aszthy’s vineya「ds. His wine母Buena

Vista, is §馴in existen`e in ;onoma 〔ounty.

Some of the She「iffs in the g訓ery Iook as d∂ngerOuS aS the

despe「adoes they once l∝ked up. There are no know冊kenesses of

SOme, SO We Can OnIy imagine what they looked like, Next doo「 there

is a fu=y equipped SWATteam mannequin, neXt tO a COurtrOOm mOCk-

up訓d polygraph exhibit.

My personal favorite was the ga=ery of counterfeit bi=s. Ybu can see

Why they ca旧t funny money-SOme Of the attempts at bogus bills a「e

Pretty IaughabIe. Often they get the w「ong dead p「esident on the b岨

Or forget to change the ”one“ over the treasu「y sea吊f they’re巾ng

to fake a 20. One reaIIy pa佃eti〔 〔Ounterfeiter pasted a pictu「e of U.S.

Grant’s head on Geonge Washington’§ body then changed the numbers

to 50’s, One of the counterf宙t 20’s Iooked prefty authentic though.

Afte「 passing by exhibits on gang and drug paraphe「nalia. and the



Sherif作Search and Rescue voluntee「s, yOu enter the Gallery of HonoL

It is the last ex耶bit, and hoれO「S those Sheri批Deputies who have

been剛ed in the line of duty. AIso. in a display case in the ⊂enter Of

the room, is a post-9Il l tribute to the New Ybrk PoIi⊂e Department’

induding th「ee NYPD badges with bla⊂k tape’a 「ed 「ose and a foIded

Ame「i働n fIag.

That tribute has been very moving to New York area residents’SOme

of whom have even been moved to tea「S. “Th∂nk you for軸S,告hey

say. to whidl Do「othy Strout 〔an Only say “It′s訓the same fam母r

A moment that moved St「out mo「e than any othe「 happened on

Septembe= l′ 2002′ When some schOOl ⊂hildren we「e standing by

the flags in同e museum 〔Ourtyard. When a sudden breeze unfurled
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the American佃g. the c刷d「en spontaneously recited the Pledge of

Allegiance- 1t gave Dorothy goose bumps′ and s周l does.

The sto申S also he∂rtWarming to Ma「y Walsh, Who has seen the

dream of a permanent museum grow into reafty - and also into a

very popuIa「 destination, eSPeeia=y for the s〔hool children" A safe’

fun pia〔e tO Iea「= abo。t law enfo「cement′” she says′ 〃to make su「e

they grow up not being af「aid of copsl and leam crime prevenfron tips

to keep請em safe.“

“The Sheri眺Pepartment is very proud of the museum,’’Walsh adds.

冊s one of onIy th「ee iaw enfor〔ement muSeumS in the Weste「n

St∂teS. We invite everyone to viiit, eSPeCia=y Iaw enforcement people,

so we can §how itoffa I舶e.”

Her excitement and enthusiasm are understandabIe.

Every new empIoyee, both sworn and professionaI staff are 「equired to

Visit the museum as part of their orfentafron・ She珊Koiender believes
“韓t important for them to know their roots and iee first-han刷ow

law enfo「cement has evoIved ove「 the years.“ Kolender adds. “When

ou「 swom deputies pin on their badges, they should feel a sense of

p「ide not onIy in the S∂n Diego County Sheriife Department′ but the

law enforcement p「ofe;Sion as a whole:’

The mu;eum’s sIogan and mission a「e summed up beautifu=y in

a quote from ∂ le競er w融en by the late She珊」ohn Du旬who

brought the department into the modem era. Dufty simply said.

叩ride in ou「 past p「omises hope for ou「 future.ff lf he were around

to see this today hetl not only be p「oud, but ve「y optimistic ∂bout his

depame証5血tu「e・

Come to think of it. so would Agostin Ha「aszthy・

The museum is a no叩rOfit 501 (`〉 (3) enfty and relies on financiaI

support from c正izens and corporations. Donations are very mu⊂h

app「e⊂iated and can be sent to:

The Sheri髄’s Museum

2384 ;an DiegoAvenue. San Diego. CA 921 10

Phone: (61 9) 260-1 8与0




