Descanso

by Steve Seavello
Descanso

It was a busy day at the Descanso Deten-
tion Facility on Oct. 6 with a house count of
approximately 350 inmates.

Deputy Mike Shelby was at the control
desk of Viejas Operations when a fire alarm
was activated from Dorm 1.

Deputy Shelby observed a large amount of
smoke coming from the dormitory.

Deputies Leon Hawkins, Gino Guerrero,
Glen Revell and William Kemery responded
to the alarm.

Revell and Kemery responded with the
Survivair breathing equipment while Hawk-
ins and Guerrero started laying the fire
hoses.,

The inmates were assembled on the ball
field for a quick, accurate count, It was dis-
covered that a blues inmate from Dorm 1
was missing.

A search of the facility was started. Depu-
ties Revell and Kemery were advised. They
proceeded to search the dormitory.

Within a few seconds, operations was no-
tified that an inmate was laying unconscious
on the floor in Dorm 1.

Astrea and the ambulance team from Pine
Valley were notified and en route to the facil-
ity.

The inmate was removed from the dorm
by Revell and Kemery while Hawkins and
Guerrero fought the fire and kept it from
spreading to the rest of the dorms.

Deputies Glen Revell and William Kem-
ery enter the dorm wearing Survivair
breathing equipment.
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Deputies Leon Hawkins and Gino Guer-
rero rush to the dorm with fire hoses.

The inmate was aided by the facility medi-
cal team of nurses, Mary Ann Burnley and
Judy Parker. The medical team requested
that the inmate be transported to the closest
medical facility as quickly as possible.

The Pine Valley ambulance team, Depu-
ties Gino Davis and John Weber, arrived
and took the inmate into their professional
care, Astrea advised Viejas control that they
were a couple of minutes away and would be
waiting in the lower parking lot for a
Medivac.

Davis and Weber evaluated and stabilized
the inmate for the Medivac. The inmate was
transported to the lower parking lot where
Astrea was waiting. The Astrea team consist-
ed of pilot Ron Rains and observer John
Mercer.

Members of the Pine Valley ambulance
team, Depulies Gino Davis and John
Weber, rush to help the inmate.

The inmate was loaded in Astrea and air-
lifted to the closest medical facility.

The above was a well-planned fire exercise
carried out under the direction of Sgt. Roger
Jacobs. Sgt. Jacobs was assisted by Deputy
Revell, who planned the exercise.

The exercise was carried out so that the in-
mates and some staff members did not know
it was a drill for Fire Safety Week.

Local television stations were present,
along with newspapers and radio stations.

The media was impressed with the profes-
sional way the exercise was carried out,

It should be mentioned that an Academy
Award goes 1o Deputy Brad Boring for play-
ing the unconscious victim and lying down
on the job.

Hey, Brad, Deputy John Curo has an
opening for dorm trusty.

The excellent action photos were taken by
Deputy Ed Pollock. trerfr e <r v 2 %
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Strapped onto the stretcher, deputies
prepare to lransport the victim (portray-
ed by Brad Boring).
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Astrea prepares for take-off.
Photos by Ed Pollock
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