Canine Units

by Sgt. F.R.Brown
Encinitas

In this article | intend to re-emphasize and
clarify information with respect to the train-
ing and use of patrol dogs at the Encinitas
station.

Dogs have been utilized in patrol by this
department for nearly 25 years. The dogs are
selected by the handlers after approval of the
dog trainer and are personally owned by the
handler.

After the dog passes the initial tests the
dog and handler attend weekly training ses-
sions lasting usually (6) six months or more.
The training initially involves obedience
(both verbal and hand commands) and then
agility.

The dogs begin with simple jumps and ob-
stacles and eventually tackle more complex
feats of agility such as vaulting a six-foot
wooden fence, a four-foot chain link fence,
a window jump, climbing ladders, walking
narrow planks high above the ground, etc.

As the dog and handler become more pro-
ficient they begin the attack work. The dog,
which has been tested for aggression (and
not just mean), begins to learn how and
when to attack - as well as when not to.
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The dog is always allowed 1o win, giving
him confidence in his ability to *“take’ any-
one and alleviating any fear. He is trained
not to fear a lone suspect or group of sus-
pects and is not afraid of clubs, knives, or
guns.

The attack training continues from attack-
ing in response 1o aggression towards the dog
to aggression towards the handler. The dog
makes it his duty to come to the aid of his
handler when confronted by a combative or
agEressive sSUSpect or group.

The dog also is trained in search tech-
niques. The dog progresses from simple
searches like seeing a fleeing suspect run
from his sight and find him, to doing exten-
sive building and field searches for suspects
who have hidden before the dog arrives, Of
course, all the dogs do not attain the same
level of competence in searching as some
have a more natural ability than others.

After the dog and handler complete their
training and are certified they are ready to
work patrol. Although the dog and handler
have “graduated” there is still much for
them to learn.

It is not unlike a deputy graduating from
the academy. They have all the basic job
knowledge but need to apply it to actual field
situations. It takes the dog awhile to get the
experience he needs to do a good job and
they *‘mature’’ to the job just as deputies do.

The dogs are not a replacement for depu-
ties, however, they are certainly a bonus,
They provide immediate cover for their

handler, although the handler should never
purposely put himself in a hazardous situa-
tion, expecting his dog to “‘take care" of
him.

Patrol dogs are extremely beneficial in
crowd situations. They are trained to effec-
tively handle large groups of people and can
control more people than several deputies.
The dogs are trained o *'turn on' (o groups
of aggressive people and work in a circular
motion on a six-foot leash giving the handler
a wide span of control.

Dogs are also a very useful tool in building
and field searches. They can effectively
search large buildings and fields in a very
short amount of time. Since their sense of
smell and hearing is s0 much keener than
ours and they can go into much smaller
areas, they perform a better search than peo-
ple.

There are some “rules’ that you should
be aware of when working with, and around,
the dogs. First, vou should not taunt or tease
the dog. This may result in the dog taking
protective measure believing you are
threatening him.
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