Honorary Deputy Sheriffs’ Association

The Sheriff And His Posse

by John E Duffy
Sheriff

The Hanorary Deputy Sher(ffs' Asrocio.
o faa been in exintence for aver 12 wears,
supporting the sherll] end local police apen-
cier with mangy, facilities and equipment
currenily volued af over $700, 000,

Afemrherthip in the atzociation is limiled fo
S0 and, when o new member i inducred In-
I the avganizalion, i addiftas fe recdiviag o
badee and idenrificavion card, ke oF the re-
cefvgd O Metter from Dhe sherill olpng with o
brigl’ article entitled *"The Skerflf And Fix
Poge,""

From thix article, the homonary drputy
sheriff discovers his or ber rovis, which are
deeply entrenched in California rw enfonce-
ment, and fearns the rvolution of the honor-
ary depuly from tae days af the sherifs
pomze through the special depury and reserve
deputy.

For ithe beaefli of The Sibver Siar reader-
ship, the osociolion would e to neprind
"The Sherifl And Hiz Pose," by Sherifl
Jokn F Duffy. e o vadrdrdoae

Mos Americans have gained their know-
ledge of what the county sherifl 5 and wha
he does from fictionalioed books, movies
and felovanion shows, almast all of which
hawe either glorified or villainized the Ameri-
can sherifT.

A beir, these wourees usually portray dra-
matic @copunts of shoot-ouls in ruml, carly
Wieslern American scitingi

There s no doubt that & widezpread lack
af knowledge exists concerning the Ameri-

can shenff, his dubes, his authonty and re=
sponsibdliy, and the hiscory and radition of
his ofToe, and The role e has iy ous modern
urban ooy,

That saene lack of knowledge exists aboul
the much glorifled (and vilkainlzed) sherifis

Poise,

The ritle af “therifi™" 4 8 derivabion of the
old Brish e, “Shire RKieve” (sometimes
spelled Hesve).,

A “shire”’ in Britzin is whai we know as a
county and, A early as the tenth century, a
Rieve waz appoinied im each shire by the
king.

The Rigve's duiies were to enforce the
king's “law" to collect (he king's "t
and draft chizens for the king’s “army. 10
name bl & few.

His title liternlly meant “'the keeper of the
county™ and. with his grest authority. bhe
truly did exactly thal. In many wayi, bat
with come very dipnificant differences, 1o
day®s Uinited States sherifT is siall the “keeper

url.hrwm:r."

Hee s ad beast (st keeper of (he powce of the
oouRLy.

‘When carly British setthers in this county
found meed of an enforcement afficer, they
choge the Tamiliar Shire Risve, or sherill.

Fﬂﬂmtﬂmﬂlhﬂhﬂuﬂrmynf
them 1o this oontinent from Britain, they in-
corpacaled some very impariand differences
in the American sherifl, Most significant was
the (wcl that they wanbed him 1o be dhecied
rather than appointed by some remote naling
power, and they wanted him o enflogee their
baws and nea thie king's law, which many of
them feli wis oppicasive,

These 1w very basie concepld are aften
lost in present-day academic discussipns of
whether the sherll should be appointed by
wome ruling power or remaim ebected directly
by the people of the county.

Alio lost in these so-called *"governmental
reform"’ decisions is the swesome authority
and diseretlonary power vested in the of-
ooz ol the cherill because of his chected stat-
us. The prodent exercise of these powers
must be responsive.

The sherifl must necessarily be close to the
peapbe and 10 commienicape with them as he
shages his policies and establishes hiz peiors
tied in the philosophical appeoach to his pre-
scribed duiies, These concepls were deeply
imbedded in the affice af the sherfT in the
Unked Suaves and continued as the setders
moved ever westward 10 the Pl Ooein,

And they continoe roday in Callfornin and
in San Diego County where United Siates
law (based on British common law) replaced
Mesican law (based on Mapoleeni law) a
scant 124 years ago.

All of these tradisfonal duthes of the sher.
iff, including law epforcement, jail opsra-
tiong, and serving the courts were incormpo-
rabed imio the ofTice of the sherilf in San
Diego Coundy in 1850, These duiies have
been changed and modifled az Californla
grew b hecome the most populous sfate in
the United Siates,

Thoe Fiest sherdlT of 520 Diego County was
an immigran Hungarian coumt  nomed
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Agostin Harnarthy [wha later hecame the
fwther of the Califomia wine industiry) whe
operated & small jail in Old Town

The present depariment has almoss 1,800
employeci, and a 360 mallon badget. In ad-
ditlon te law enforcement respansibilities in
thee uniscorporated arcs (comprizing %0 per-
cent aof the county, with a 542000 popula-
tiom) and in seven comiract cities. the sherlfT
provides back-up support to nine local police
departmenis. Six counry jalis house an aver.
ags dadly count of 2,700 prisonsrs,

A hisroric and homorable rradiion is like-
wiie deeply imbedded in the concept of the
aheriffs pasae.

Its roodz are in early Brivsh hizvory, al-
though this beginning is perhaps not as well
known as the role played by the sherdlTs pos-
s in the setiling of Western Americe. Legal-
I¥. It s known s the *' Posse Comicarus' of.
literally, the “power of the county,™

Califarni low ainharizes the sheniff 16 eall
upun cilizens of the county 1o assist him in
the performance of his duties. When Califor.
nin coumtie were sparsely populated, with
mhifilng camps, Wkge Wops and ranchos being
the major papulafion centers, grest uiage
was made of the posse comiiaius.

Citirens were called upon regularty as the
sheriffs traveled aboun in huge counties per-
Formang thesr dudses.

Imagine, if you will, the original Sam
Dicgo County which stretched from the Pa-
ciffic Ocean 1o the Colorads River, hordering
the temmitory of Arizons on the cadl and stici-
ching fram the Mexican Barder, norhward,
including what is now Orange, Riverside and
Imperial counties on the cas.

In f3o, Imperial County was Rol even ere-
abed aptil 1906, Chwiously, the volunioer as-
sistance of miners. ranchers, and tradesmen
was indnpensable to the firit shesill,

While thas same kind of rural Efe sill ex-
is4s in many Northern California counties.
Sawathern Californda has become an urbam
area with mosi of the swie's populsben.

Owiously, in an urban county like Sam
Diegn, citizen assictance shoald be mare or-
ganized and, v wow degrew, formalized.
The sherifi™s podse funetion af sar depirt-
memt congists of special depuiies. rewerve
deputics and honorary depatics,

Special deputies have been in existence for
ithe bongedl peraed of Divet amd represent the
first nstempis by early sheriffs 1o oeganize
misisiance.

The Silver Star

Special deputies served withoul compensa.
tion in a special assipnment capachy with
peace afficer autharity for specific punposes,
In Sam Diego Coumy, | have limited them 1o
civilian counly or glher government ermpdoy-
ees wha, fof legal reasona, need the pescc of-
ficer anthority.

Examples wnclisde clenical personned whio
can serve civil process. jnil cooks who have
physical custedy of prisoners, walchmen i
and around county buildings and ity or fed.
eral officers in the Marcotins Task Fores who
need county.wide ar bosal jurisdiction.

With few exceptions, special deputies re-
ceive no cxfra compeniation for their wer-
vices,

Reserve deputies neally began bere in
World War 1l because of civil defense needs
of the coundy. They provide a anifonmed,
organlzed foree of chizen volunteers to sup-
plement the regular deputies dusing any dis-
asrer or diturbance.

Oar highly trained reserve foree now con-
sists of men and women who &rc not com-
pencated. provide thedr cwn deparoment-xp-
proved wniforms and eguipment and whao,
Iasr wear, eomntributed over 100,000 man-
bours of law enforcement assistance and eme-
erpency scarch and rescise Operationi al no
cost 1o the 1AXpAYETS,

The reserves also make available (0 fhe des
pariment, 81 ne cos, several million dollars
in equipment, including 62 airplancs, horses,
four-wheel-drfve wehicles and communica-
thons gear,

Hanorary deputies were farmally arganis.
ed into an association in 1974,

This association mcludes & maxmuam of
300 ciclzens who want 10 azzin the depan-
ment bt cannod give the fime and equikps
ment that reserves do. We expest that many
of them have tee business cxpericnoe, e
tise, or paher resouness o donate o the de-
paniment that can be effectively wied by the
regular department.

Some honorary deputies could donate
such Bervices A8 minos printing jobs or minor
facilhy malnrenance when these hems are
not budgeted,

Effectively organized, they can mohilize
publc opandon and sappenl for the depans
ment's effons and provide valunble and
much-peeded citizen input For devision mak-
ing and palicy farmation.

Bince this association was organized, ihe
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Sherifi's Posse

Gowhinued i pege §

hanarary deputies have purchased ileme for
the department and law enforcement such as
training and erime prevention [lkms and min-
or equipment items that could pot be badget-
ed.

They have escablished an annual scholar-
ship for the honor dodent at each law ens
forcement explorer academy, They presomit a
handgun fo ihe higheit markunan for cach
Law enfarccmenl training academy.

They have bulll a aty Block vabied at
SR al the sherills Miremar facticsl
eeadning facilivy locared m Camgp Elioc, This
facility wad officially opemed March 17,
1960, and has been wilized on a regular basks
by meembers of law enforcement apendcies
from throughout San Diega County, the
state. the nation and even from foreign
countricl.

A physical ficne=s course for all SWAT
teamns has been installed at the range come
pete with rappelling tower, alomg with an
obstacle rraiming course for all police dog
programa.

In January, 1584, the crganization smab-
lished the John F. Duffy Foundation to poo-
vide scholarships for managemsnt training
for San Diego law enforcement,

The first three anmual events have raised
over J100,000 and 11 schobarships have been
awarded 1o recipients from the depastment
and local police depanments. Four reciphente
are also enmolled im the pew master’s pros
gram recently established by the foundation;
two each ol University of Rediands and Na-
tional Uiniversity.

I beleeve the shenll and his poise are serv-
i“-l- the citirens of S5an [DNego Coundy in a
mes produciive and productive manner, Al-
ter all, ihat i whai we are here fae! o & & &
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