Never a Dull Moment “"Down Under™

The Underwater Search and Recovery Unit

by D, Mike Downs
Reserve Sergeant

Call-Uhit

Omn Sawrday, March 26, at the reguest of
the Lemon Grose auto theft mvestigatoss,
pererve deputies from the Underwater Search
and Recovery Unit searched Handen Hesers
volr in Spring Valley for stalen anios.

With the assistance of thres regalar depuaty
divers from the Special Enforcement Detail,
the dive team condocted systemalic ane
gearches from probable points of apuld entry
in addilon o doing & nexrshore duivey of
the perimeter of the lake.

The divers did fot find any of the numored
submerged auios, but Ueir ellodls were res
warded with sech underwaler Ircasares &S
matareyele frames, bbcyeles, car parte, and
mousehold appliances, showing Onde again
that you never know what 18 under there un-
Il you dive an il

Even when vou dive on i1, it & often the
case that you still don’f know whal you
have

Ciiven the temperature of (he water, full-
body thermal prodective fufts are raquired
and wiker conditians are such thal divers are
virnzally blingd a5 they conduct their search
patterns, making underwaler coOmIMURIca-
tion and ohject identification difficult.

Imagine yoursell in thick winter clothing
with heavy gloves an, along with a blindfold,
i gog, and earplugs, feeling your way around
on 2 random pale of junk with a partrcr, 6y-

ing 1o identify objects and sucocwfully main-
tain an efficien! search pattern while com
municaing with your buddy.

(h yes, and throw in few lange shatp immeg-
ulnr shaped objects which, if you allow
yoursell o bevome entanglsd ad panic, will
wiffocate you.

Comibing this with the knowledge that if
you inadvertenily book (o0 Tar dow o the
pike, of look too long, you will pur yourself
m risk for a potemially debiliating or fatal
injury - and you can’l redd your wabch of
depth gauge.

While concentrating on all of this don't
forget to handle the evidence properly!
Sound bike a challenge?

Welcome o the world of Underwater
Search and Recovery.

Unli Responsillites

According o the unit Policies and Prode
disres manual, Search and Rescue in the
Couniy™ is, by law, the responsibility of the
sheriff, and Underwater Search  and
Recovery §s a necessary part of this respon
sibility.

I'he protection of life and proaperty and re-
cavery of lost or stolen property is the swom
duty of all law enforcement officers; it is the
objective of this unil to provide rhis service
in all woter related areas of the county.

In particular the duties of the Underwater
Search and Becovery Linit include: underwa-
1er rescues, body recoveries, search and re-
covery of criminid evidenes, search and re-
covery of ot or stolen propery, criminal in-
vestigations, underwater surveys of possible
hazards in public aquatic areas to prevent
loss of life or property (upon request from
pnather agencyh, and ol relned called-for
LETVICEE,

These duties are performed by bath regu-
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lar and reverve deputies assigned 1o the Sker
if1"s Special Enforcement Dietail,

Unit History

Seon after the formation of 5ED in 1982,
responsthality for underwater scarch and re
wovery within the SD80 was shifed ta SED,

Recognizing that malntsnanve of a high
level of proficiency in diving requires a very
substantizl commitment of tme and effos,
the Rescrve Underwaler Search and
Recovery Unit was formed o late 1984 10
wwsist and augment the regubar officers in
anderwaler work.

The ariginal reserves sehected Tor the unit
were diving imstructors or others possessing
impressive diving credentials and experience,
and this tradition of execllense has wrved s
a guideline in subsequent recruitng.

Initially the reserves were organized and
closely supervited by regulars, bul aver the
two years of operation the unit has come 1o
b & semi-autonamous entity within SED,

O diving aperafions reserves and regulars
work together. but dive operations are now
byan-large handbed throwgh the peverve unil,
allowing the regular SED officors mane time
and eneTgy 10 concentrate on topside law en
loroement dutbes,

Dive-qualified SEN segulars continue 1o
underge dive insrusiion and iraining onee
per month as designed and taught by the re
werve [raining officer.

Regular officers are encouraped 1o avend
trauming scisbons primanly designed for the
reserves, and vice.versa,

The Search and Recovery Dising Equipment

Reserve dave specialists are Level 111 Bee
werve Deputies, and have completed the
BT trainsng required of all Level 1 re-
LErves,

Thewr immpressive pollective expertise as div-
e of what characienzes this unit, however,
and gives it s own personality

They are called vpon o perform with a
high level of professionzlism and skill under
the varied and highly challenging diving en-
vironments of San Dicgo counmty,

[he unit dives in bodies of water ranging
from the Pacifie Ocean 1o mounthin lakes
owver 5,500 feet in altitude,

I'he wast majodity of dives are made in San
Dego’s man-made lakes and reservoles, ench
of which presents My own challenges.

The Stlver Star

N ol -

Linderwater sisibility often approaches
Zero-zero (some divers claim the wisibdlity is
even leid, as the blackness is 30 complete one
cannot so¢ the inside of one's diving mask),

As man-made bodies of water, these dive
sites often contain an array of vbwades 1o
disrups scarch patterns in addition 1o natu-
rally oceurring thick aguarie vegetation and

boulders, such a3 submerged brush and
trees, fences, and abandoned vehicles.

In wilsdition, wincer (end even aimmer) wa-
ler temperatures in the mountain lakes are
signifbeantly lawer than ane normally assocd-
ates with San [dego divieg!

While these Tactors combing o make

Cantinved on page 17
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Underwater Search
Continued from page 15

Search and Recovery diving a far ery from
area recremional diving, the individuals in
the Uederwater Search and Recovery Unif
oflen cite the ahility 1o perform under such
challenging cenditions one of the moe e
warding caperiences of belonging e the
team, nnd cerininly they are able o elaim
that they have dove where the mosl experis
enced of San Diego divers have never been.

Tralnkng

All of the reverve deputies were selected
for the amit on the basis of their diving exper-
tise, and as indivicuals active in the diving
fichd they mre expected o maintain their high
level of proficaency.

As & anlt, the (2am Iraing twice per manth
with onc session dedicaied w0 water work
and the other 1o 1opside training.

Training is designed to prepane the reserve
deputies for many of the sitaations they are
Ekely 1o encounter on or arcund the vaned
dive sites of San [hego county.

Water training compleied over the last few
months, or scheduled for the next few
maoniths, includes: helieopler water entries
from Astren; surfacesuppled ais and come-
munications sywiems; alirede diving; sub-
merged vessel'enclosed space searches; rap-
peiling waler endriei; undewater heavy hiting
techniques; swift water rescue and recavery
wechnbques; and joint operation training with
SD30 lapd SAR unils.

The Sitver Srar

Topside training completed owver the las:
few months, or schedabed for the neat few
menths, includes: underwater homicede ne
vestigations: a night course of fire on the
A-Range; search management techndguees,
basics of selldelense; sunken aircraft com-
plications: resent reseach in diving medicine;
dive scene management; and 2 nome-stanic
course of fire af the A-Range.

In addition to the formally scheduled
rraining, bt is not unusual lor some of the
fearm membeers o get together fof ether (-
fermal training of recreational dives.

The Individusly
While thie reserve deputy divers shase high
level of skill in (and passton for) diving, n
their “*real lives™ they hold a wide variety of

The guestion of “"what's up Doc?™ may
draw responses from three of nine members
ol the umil: ans is a PRI in anthrapoalogy,
one s docior of veterinary medicing, and Ome
is & medical doctor,

Two of the divers are on active duty in the
Mavy: one iz a UDT/SEAL instrocior asd
the other a specialiid in weapons simakation,

The other members include a dive shop
owner, the owner of on insurance agency, &
security officer, and a esaentific collector for
Eeripps Institute of Ooeancgraphy.

Cme of the things these diverse divers have
in commaon, however disparaie thelr 1opaide
lives, is their pride in being deputies amd
members of the Underwater Search and Re-
covery Linit,

Although cach & a wolunieer. 1ogether
they are a thoroughly professional team. &



