Transporation--Then and Now

by Jim Seim
Transportation

A small cluttered room. Two smaller
office cubicles. The entire area,
measuring 30 feet by 30 feet, at the
rear of 222 West C Street, presently
houses the Sherifi®s Transportation
Division. The home of the "Road
Warriors."

Thirty-six deputies, (wo sergeants,
ably led by Lt Kay, encompassing
over 500 years of law enforcement
experience; an average of over 13
years per person, presently staff and
occupy the 900 sguare feet of space
known as the Transportation Office.

The Transportation Unit developed
out of necessity, originally a branch of
the General Services Division. In the
1870's, 1880's, 1890°s, transportation
deputics ook sentenced prisoners on
sieamships-- the Orazaba and the
Queen of the Pacific-- to San Quentin,
During one of these trips, an officer
named Ward was jumped by prisoners
aboard the steamer, en route to San
Francisco. Ward was killed. Two
prisoners escaped, but  were later
apprehended along the Northern Coast.
They were returned to San Diego, tried
and sentenced to death. Both men were
executed at San Quentin in the early
1900s for the murder.

Persons arrested in San Diego County,
during the 1800s and early 1900s, were
transported to the City of San Diego
for trial and incarceration, usually by
buckboard. Tt was a three-day trip (o
bring in prisoners from what is now

equipped with electric door controls 1o
prevent escape.

In the early 1940's, Sheriff Dort had
his transporting deputies using touring
cars to drive to San Quentin. Sheriff
Dort's 14-year-old son was utilized as
a drver on occasion during deputy
shortages. This caused Sheriff Dort
some consternation when his son was
stopped for speeding in Los Angeles,
on the return trip from Quentin,

Today, 36 deputies are assigned to the
Transportation Division, drive seven
marked patrol units, 15 vans, and 10
buses, transporting an average of
10,386 prisoners a month. The "Road
Warriors" drive 642,000 miles a year,
delivering sentenced and unsentenced
inmates to and from Central, Vista, El
Cajon, South Bay, Descanso and Las
Colinas Detention Facilities, Juvenile
Hall and courts, hospitals, clinics,
Federal Correctional facilities and
various other local agencies and
buildings, throughout San Diego
County,

In addition, these deputies regularly

move inmates to and from Los
Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San
Bernardino and Imperial County's

jails, to the various San Diego County
detention facilities. On an as needed
basis, they also transport to and pick
up from any cily, county, state or
federal institution, anywhere in the
state of California.

Transport: derived from the Latin,
"trans” {over) and "portare” (carry),
meaning: 1. "to carry from one place to
another;" 2. "to banish to a penal
colony."

This definition is carried out, every
working day, by the professional men
and women, assigned to the "Road
Warriors."

PSST!

Have we got a deal for you!

Half-price theater tickets. Now
you can atlend the latest showings
at the Pacific and Mann Theaters
for only £3 per movie.

Rancho Bemardo, where there was a
Constable. The further away from San
Diego City, the longer the trip ook,
with the prisoner wagon making about
10 miles or so a day.

Transportation deputies wore suils
then, not uniforms. Later in the 1900s,
sentenced prisoners were transported
to Ching, Patton and San Quentin in

Discount tickets are available
at the DSA office, 7546 Trade St
San Diego, 92121,

. _Call Shirley for more
information. She can be reached at:

unmarked wvehicles, The 1940s and %13-59504.39183;65'5“ or (North
1950s saw prisoners being transported unty) 480-8369.
by Greyhound Bus, from downtown See you at the movies!

San Diego. Station wagons were used
for small groups, and special runs.
These were specially built  cars,
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