What’s It Like Up There?

by Gus Martin del Campo
Descanso

As | sat strapped to a seat comfortable
enough for a child and just big enough for
an adult, situated inside a green and white
aluminum body bearing a green star on eith-
er side, held together by plastic, rubber, riv-
ets (lots and lots), bolts, nuts and all the
comfort equal to that of the back seat of a
YW bug, [ thought my wish had finally come
true.

“Station M, “ASTREA 31.J'" *“10-8"
darted in and out among the babble of many
voices hissing within my headset! About this
time, my adrenaline flow was at its peak. [
could feel the 475 SHP (shaft horsepower)
from the Allison C-Z0B engine and, above
me, I could see the tip-path plane created by
the rotating rotor blades.

The time: late afternoon

The location: ASTREA base-aerial sup-
port division

The destination: inner boundaries of San
Diego County

The spaceship: Hughes 500D jet turbine
helicopter. It lifted off vertically, pausing
momentarily in a hover position. Suddenly
we were in a left bank turn heading south.
It's as if the aircraft was imitating every co-
ordinated movement of a dragonfly.

I could really appreciate the reassuring
whine of the turbine engine as we cruised
over the world below us at an estimated
speed of 120 mph.

Looking down through the clear Plexiglas
portion of my door at the spot we would hit
if all power were lost, | saw buses, taxis,
swimming pools and people, everything but
a place 1o land.

I found it easy to enjoy the rest of the
view, knowing that [ was on board with pilot
Archie Trott and observer Ron Cowan.
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Within minutes from ASTREA base, we
arrived at Procter Valley to enforce penal
code section 602(m) trespass. This area is
popular for those who choose to do their
own thing from out of sight of others, Those
who choose, soon realize the “sound of se-
curity" is overhead, sheriff's helicopter “eye
in the sky," the one sight that they cannot
escape. Via the PA system, Ron begins to in-
form the trespassers of the violation that is
being committed and of the consequences if
they choose to ignore the directive (o leave
the area. Without hesitation, the vehicles are
seen leaving and directly behind them a trail
of dust forms.

Meanwhile, Archie maneuvers the model
S00D in such a way that it reminds me of the
nimbleness of a waterbug.

Again within minutes from Procter Val-
ley, we arrived over Descanso Detention Fa-

cility. We made a security check of the im-
mediate area and headed west to ASTREA
base.

Throughout the Triple “*E" ride with
ASTREA, 1 couldn’t help but to imagine
myself in Archie's and Ron's positions. To

. experience the duties and responsibilities as-

sociated with flying a megabucks aircraft,
knowing that the possibility of mechanical
failure existed, causing the aircraft to drop to
earth like a rock if emergency back-up safety
devices failed and/or emergency landing
procedures were not able to be used, to re-

_spond 1o a service call at any time to any

place and while doing so, having to look at a
million things and thinking of twice as many
just to get you from point A" to point “B"
in one piece.

Archie, Ron and the rest of the team at
ASTREA Division offer a high level of ser-
vice to San Diege County by maintaining
high safety standards through training, pro-
per procedures and aircraft maintenance.
With continued service and high safety stan-
dards, ASTREA has and will continue to be
an asset to the citizens it serves,

There is a special, almost mystical quality
about lifting off in a helicopter, Whether it’s
done frequently or infrequently, the sensa-
tion is of defying gravity. & fr&rdr o &r v o
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